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Jananeethi in the year 2008-2009 

 
I.    Introduction: 
 
When ‘Kolingen’, a character created by the 
Swedish artist Engstroem, passes a shop window 
containing all kinds of beauty products, he 
speaks the famous words: ‘wonderful that it 
exists, and after a short pause, ‘a shame that it is 
necessary’ - quote from Inge Genefke, founder of 
Danish Rehabilitation and Research Centre for 
Torture Victims (RCT). One wonders how 
Jananeethi existed for eighteen years now and yet 
remains without a regular source of income. 
Discussions after discussions were held at 
various levels on the financial crisis of the 
organization. We knocked at many doors, but in 
vain. Yet no body dared to suggest winding up 
and getting lost. Everybody recognized and 
realized the dire need of the services being 
rendered by Jananeethi, and it is a shame that the 
vulnerable and the marginalized in our society 
have no where to go, if not Jananeethi.  

International Law and Indian legal system provide basic protections for people who 
experience abuse or are denied their rights and entitlements.  These protections are called 
human rights and everyone is entitled to benefit from them.  That means even if only one 
member of the community is denied basic human rights, then all members of the 
community are made vulnerable.  That is why it is important to stand up against 
violations of human rights. Situating the issue in the context of law and poverty, it shows 
that for the economically and socially disadvantaged person, the denial of access to 
justice, which is a non-derogable right, could result in multiple violations of human rights 
including the deprivation of the means for survival. The victims often are the poor, 
illiterate, unorganized and unreached by any developmental rhetoric.  

Legal aid is one of the major tools for human rights protection and precisely this has been 
one of the major activities of Jananeethi in the year under report. Legal aid and assistance 
and psycho-legal counseling towards therapeutic justice were provided at Jananeethi 
office at Thottappady while two other major interventions of Jananeethi during this 
period were in Wayanad District. The first being legal empowerment programmes for the 
tribal population of Wayanad and the second, a series of interventions among the  
farming community of Wayanad against the escalating number of suicides in the district. 
Activities among the tribal communities were implemented through our local partner 
organization Neethivedi while programmes to combat suicides among the farming 
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community were conducted by Jananeethi team in the 25 panchayats and Kalpetta 
Municipality of Wayanad on behalf of Neethivedi.  

Among other services of Jananeethi during the reporting year were our human rights 
interventions at various locations and in several issues of public concern, many on-going 
struggles for environmental protection and advocacy, creative engagement of the civil 
society groups and institutions, capacity building programmes for Jananeethi staff and 
interested groups, and our extension activities including consultancy programmes and 
issue specific campaigns at national and international fora.  

II. Legal Aid and Psycho-legal Counseling Services: 

The Supreme Court of India has made it clear that every accused, irrespective of how 
heinous the crime committed may have been has a right to legal defence. There are 
instances where cases have been set aside for retrial because the accused was unable to 
put up a defence lawyer.  

Jananeethi from day one of its existence till date has meticulously followed and made its 
primary objective its adherence to the right to free legal aid of every citizen. Article 39 A 
of the Constitution mandates equality before the law and free legal aid. Supporting this 
provision are Sections 303 and 304 of the Criminal Procedure Code, which stress the 
right of the accused to be defended by a lawyer, and the duty of the state to provide legal 
aid. 

Jananeethi rendered services during the year 2008-09 as shown below: 
  2008-2009
   

Total number of cases : 110
Psycho-legal service rendered : 85
Amicably settled by Jananeethi : 19
Judicial procedure initiated in : 6
Training and sensitization camps : 125
Women, addressed by Jananeethi through various sessions : Around 5000

Despite the many limitations we have, Jananeethi had under taken 110 petitions in the 
year under report. Of them, 46 petitions were of civil nature, 51 were domestic 
disputes/discords, Right to Information 4, Environmental 3 and 6 petitions were of 
criminal nature. Thanks to the hard efforts of our dedicated law officers, Faritha Ansari 
and Sunil Kumar, we successfully settled 19 cases, in 6 cases are in process in Jananeethi 
and the rest of the petitions were directed to respective courts of judicature. In all the 110 
cases, Jananeethi has spent several weeks and has rendered its best services for amicable 
settlements.  

Further, there were dozens of visitors in Jananeethi seeking legal advise and direction in 
issues of civil and criminal nature. Some of such cases required much home work and 
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examination of precedences in legal jurisprudence. Jananeethi has never turned its back 
to any of its guests who step in with a hope of right guidance.  

Over the years, Jananeethi realized the increasing need of attending our clients’ 
emotional and psychic problems that are intrinsically connected with the complaints they 
raise in. In other words, mere legal remedies will not make them healed. Justice is 
healing. If there is no healing, justice has failed to reach them. This was the compelling 
background of integrating our legal services with psychological counseling and 
befriending services for a total (holistic) healing of the person. We called it ‘therapeutic 
jurisprudence’. This innovative approach to victims of torture, organized violence 
including domestic violence and corruption was thoroughly examined by RCT through its 
consultant Dr.Inger Aggar who later published an essay on the same in the international 
journal ‘Conflict and Peace’ ( www.taylorandfrancis.com – Justice as a Healing Factor).  

Again another international journal ‘Therapeutic Jurisprudence’ requested Jananeethi to 
contribute a Guest Column in their publication on Jananeethi services towards therapeutic 
jurisprudence. (www.law.arizona.edu/depts/upr-intj/) 

III. Jananeethi interventions in Wayanad to combat suicides among farming 
community. 

 

One of the major concerns of Jananeethi during the period under report was its 
interventions in Wayanad to address the increasing suicides among the farming 
community allegedly due to agricultural crises and debts. Eight voluntary organizations 
in Wayanad under the aegis of Kerala Social Service Forum and with the financial 
support of Caritas India had come forward to launch joint efforts to address the social 
catastrophe. Jananeethi was requested to train project staff and volunteers to address 
mental stress and social alienation of victims/survivors of suicides in the district and also 



 

    
annual report 2008-09 

 

7

conduct mass awareness programmes for facilitators representing the 25 panchayats and 
Kalpetta Municipality of Wayanad District to set standards and trends for restructuring 
the agricultural and farming sectors. Dr.Francis Xavier, Dr.Abey George, Dr.J.B.Rajan 
and Advocate George Puliktuhiyil had several rounds discussions at Thrissur to conceive, 
design, plan out the whole gamut of the training modules and their delivery. Towards the 
year long training programmes, a social survey was conducted with the help of the 
project staff and volunteers among the survivors/victims of suicides on the causes, 
contexts and consequences of those untimely deaths of hundreds of valuable human lives. 
The complete report can be accessed at (Wayanad Suicides) while an executive summary 
of the report is given below for a comprehensive view of the much debated ‘farmers’ 
suicides’.   

Executive Summary of Wayanad Report:  

The study, herein, relies on a right based 
and socially vibrant befriending technique 
used to gather basic data regarding the 
causative factors of the escalating number 
of suicides among the farming community 
in the District of Wayanad in Kerala State. 
It may be the first of its kind in the State, 
as a psycho-legal, social and pro-active 
program for distress management, 
designed for the local needs. The survey 
was confined to 1690 families where 

suicide was reported in a period from 1st January 2000 to 31st December 2007. The 1690 
families were identified through information collected from the Crime Records Bureau of 
Kerala Police. Some of the stunning and poignant observations and findings of the study 
are briefly presented below:  

1. The major reasons attributed to 
suicides in Wayanad according to the 
data gathered from the afflicted 
families are debts, depression, alcohol 
dependence, chronic illness, family 
conflicts, marital disharmony, gender 
bias, low economic status and stress 
prevailing within families. 
Agricultural crisis, in contravention to 
the popular notion and belief, did not 
surface as a major reason for the 
escalating number of suicides in the 
District. Debt has emerged as the 
principal reason and it could be 
accrued due to crop failures or cost of 
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agricultural activities. However, the fact remains that the 1690 affected families surveyed 
and their surviving members did not point out agricultural crisis as the single major 
reason for suicides despite the straight and direct question to the issue in the schedule. 

2. Out of the total 1690 victim families surveyed, 398 families (24.4%) did not have any 
out standing debts. The debt amount in majority of the affected families varied from Rs 
10000 to 40000/-only. Among the 1690, 314 families had only less than Rs 50,000/- as 
outstanding debts and in the case of 321 families the debt amount accrued to more than 
Rs 50,000/-  

 

3. Unhealthy and reckless competitions among people, consumeristic hubris, greed and 
avarice, indiscreet alcoholic addiction, outrageous and wasteful expenditure on marriages 
and life-style etc. have galvanized the communities entailing the people in accumulated 
debts. 

4. Sociological studies and research reports in the State of Kerala and on the National 
level point out that statistics of suicides among females remained stable over many years, 
the national and state scenario of male suicides have recorded steep increase. This has 
been proved true in the case of Wayanad also. It may be noted that some of the organized 
movements addressing gender issues, which have gained momentum over the last few 
years, have been helpful to women to ventilate their feelings and emotions. Women today 
have more opportunities to share their stress with their peer groups.  Kudumbasree, Self 
Help Groups, ICDS net work, Women Study Cells and the like have provided women 
ample opportunities for meeting their counterparts engaged in diverse activities. 



 

    
annual report 2008-09 

 

9

5. In contravention to the conventional perceptions that there are no suicides among the 
indigenous/tribal communities, the study marked high incidence of suicides among the 
tribal population, particularly among Paniyas. 

   

6. There is lesser number of suicides among the Muslim community. The sense of brother 
hood, strong family values, community consciousness etc are pointed out as major 
supportive systems in times of crisis among the community members. 

7. There are striking differences in reasons attributed for the suicides suggested by the 
surveyed community of survivors of the human tragedy. Among the adivasi 
communities, the Paniyas are the most negatively influenced community by the so called 
development indices. Consequently drinking habit of alcohol among the Paniyas has 
been suggested the major reason for suicide. Drinking habit was also a big problem 
among the two strong communities, the Ezhavas/Thiyyas and the Roman Catholics. Debt 
could always be associated with greed, despair and mental disorder. These issues are 
pointed out as principal reasons for suicide among the elite societies, i.e. the 
Ezhavas/Thiyyas, Roman Catholics and the Nairs. 

8. The dichotomy between the tradition and modernity was worst reflected among the 
tribal communities. Those having landed properties performed better as per the 
development indices, whereas 
the traditional societies that are 
landless labourers or total 
dependants on forest produce 
had poor show on the 
development indices. The more 
they lost their intra-community 
support systems, the higher was 
the number of suicides among 
them. This has been true in the 
case of Paniyas of Wayanad for 
more than a decade. Cutting 
across ethnic boundaries, all 
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adivasi communities in Wayanad have got detribalized considerably and consequently 
they have lost their identity and community feeling. Perhaps adivasis are the one society 
that needs urgent interventions by befriending staff/volunteers of the Campaign.   

9. Where people/communities are better educated, rich & affluent, politically strong, 
communally organized and socially secure – there are larger and deeper vices like 
consumerism, greed, social extravaganza, alcoholism, mental disorders, marital discords, 
family feud, incurable diseases etc. leading to accumulated debts, resulting in increased 
number of suicides. Dogmas, centralized power structures, ideological re-alignments, re-
visits of fundamentalist practices, incarnation of new god-men/women etc are no solution 
to the social catastrophe of suicides. 

10. The incidence of serious ailments 
like cancer, cardiac problems etc were 
found more among 30-40 age groups. 
According to the data gathered in the 
survey, people of 30-70 age groups 
were found to be more prone to 
diseases. Cancer was more among 30-
40 groups, whereas kidney related 
diseases were more among 50-60 
groups and heart complaint was found 
more among 30-40 groups.  40-70 age 
groups were found highly vulnerable 
for asthma. There were 24 mental 
disorders in the surveyed families. 

11. Of 1690 families surveyed, almost 1440 of them live in sheer despair. 1001 families 
openly admitted the fact while 439 of them did not wish to express it but their silence was 
quite indicative. The urgency and importance of addressing their emotions and feelings 
through befriending strategies are obvious in the given circumstances. 

12. It was interesting to note that out of 747 daily workers’ families surveyed where 
suicide was reported, 235 families had no debt at all. On the other hand 127 of the 168 
employed families had debts. While large number of labourers had liabilities to the tune 
of less than Rs 10000/-, only 39 farmers had outstanding payment of debts amounting to 
Rs 50000/- and/or more.  

13. There was no way of repayment of the loans. The banks and financial institutions did 
not check the repayment capabilities of the applicants. The farmers who availed loans had 
stated that they had hoped to repay the loans from the savings from agricultural income 
while the labourers also said that they would pay back the loan amounts with interests 
from the savings of their daily wages. Any one with common sense should know that the 
chances of repayment were unlikely. 
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14. People who availed loans from banks or authorized financial institutions or from 
private sources including individual loan sharks never had the practice of keeping records 
with respect to the money drawn, and the rates of interest agreed upon. Fear and dreadful 
feelings did not allow the surviving members to speak on the interest rates and other 
conditions attached to loans.  

   

15. The most distressing and shocking fact that got surfaced in the survey was that in the 
case of 66% of the surveyed families, the surviving members of the households could not 
pinpoint or dig out a reason / sudden provocation for the  alleged loan. Only 17% of the 
loans taken were for agricultural purposes as per disclosure by family members, though 
there may be divided opinions on the actual nature of expenditure of the loan amounts. 
6% of the debts was on account of constructions, 3% for treatment of chronic ailments, 
2% each for marriages and launching a business, and 1% exclusively on alcohol.  

16. Agriculture has turned into a negative economy largely due to six main factors: (i) 
crop failure, (ii) rising costs of cultivation, (iii) plummeting prices of farm commodities, 
(iv) climatic change, (v) lack of credit availability for small farmers and (vi) absence of 
adequate social support infrastructure at the level of the village and district. 

17. Wayanad, being a zero industrial zone, totally depended on agriculture as the single 
source of income for physical sustenance and social progression. Though the study does 
not point to crop failure as the immediate cause of suicides, the agricultural crisis that 
includes successive crop failures and other agri-related maladies pushed the farmers and 
farm labourers into formidable distress and sufferings.  

18. Two things were common among the victims of suicide: (i) a feeling of hopeless ness 
in being unable to resolve problems and dilemmas of personal life and in the face of an 
inability to find funds for various activities or to repay loans, (ii) absence of any person, 
group or institution to whom to turn to in order to seek reliable advice: whether for 
agricultural operations, or for seeking funds or for handling private or personal issues.   

19. Most of the victims of this epidemic were men, mostly in the age group of 30 to 50, 
married and educated, with more social responsibilities in the form of unmarried 
daughters, sisters etc. 
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20. The Government, Panchayati Raj 
Institutions, Religions, Community 
Organizations, Civil Society Groups, 
NGOs, Law Enforcement Agencies, 
Service Centres, Political parties, 
Academic & Research Institutions  etc 
failed miserably to adequately address 
the distress and anguishes of the 
people. Instead, often they took the 
role of perpetrators of pain and anxiety 
adding fuel to otherwise explosive and 
alarming situations.  

21. Decadence of moral values and traditional family support system were causative 
factors for the social ostracism. Families wherein suicide had taken place had little 
community support. In many cases, the surviving members of the families said that they 
were totally unaware of the causes of tensions that finally culminated in the tragic end of 
their beloved. They were not discussed about the loans nor of the need or urgency of such 
loans. Further, the family members were left in the dark with respect to the number of 
persons to be paid off, or the amounts of outstanding debts.  

22. People, irrespective of their calling or education or social status, have no habit of 
financial accounting, nor any record maintained. 405 surveyed families admitted that they 
had no piece of evidence / documents to prove their liability or to substantiate their 
claims. Only 71 families responded positively to questions concerning to records 
maintained with respect to money transactions while a brutal majority (1214) of the 
surveyed families had nothing to comment on records maintained. 

23. Banks and cooperative societies charged an interest rate that varied from 10 to 20 %. 
NGOs or welfare societies also followed the said pattern. However, there were private 
sources, both individuals and institutions that charged arbitrarily and were grossly 
exploitative using unfair trade practices. The illegality and unethicality of these financial 
dealings were quite evident in the conspicuous evasion of responses by the surveyed 
families to questions related to interest rates.   

24. Frequent suicidal thoughts and tendency for making attempts were vividly present in 
the surviving members of the families surveyed. 289 families had survivors who are 
suicidal. 481 households did not respond to this question and they refused to ventilate 
their feelings. 920 families never had any disturbed thoughts of suicide as these families 
had other wise good social and family support systems and creative expressions in every 
day life.  

25. Majority of the diseased and the surviving members of their families did not foster 
good social relationship. There was nothing to establish that they really had any reliable 
friend/companion. 1191 of the 1690 surveyed households did not want to talk on 
friendship, if at all they had any. It means that they did not have any association with 
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individuals/groups and/or that they never counted them as dependable friends. 49 of them 
preferred to listen to radio/television than sharing time and thoughts with humans. Only 
431 families reported that they did foster friendship and valued dynamics of social 
support. 

26. The huge responsibilities or family 
burdens are shifted to the shoulder of the 
spouse of the household or children who are 
not yet earning members of the family. There 
are 520/1690 cases in the present survey 
where spouses were forcibly drawn into 
insurmountable tasks with huge social and 
economic implications. In 407/1690 instances 
wherein children in their young age were 
compelled to take up harder tasks that are far 
beyond their tender age or intellectual 
comprehension. In as many as 257/1690 cases 

the onus was shifted to ailing parents who are bent with old age and chronic illness. In the 
case of  328 households surveyed by this study, the surviving members of the families 
were still in a state of shock and dismay that they were unable to point out a member who 
could shoulder the responsibilities in the wake of a suicide by the bread-winner of the 
family. 

27. 1512 of the 1690 surveyed families have no specific answer on how to cope with the 
changed situations. They are possessed with kind of shame, guilt and social stigma; 
confused and confounded by thoughts of impending social exclusion and moral 
incrimination. It became very clear that majority of the survivors needed immediate help 
from the society. 49 families reported that they had recourse to television or radio to fill 
their leisure time while 90 families turned to non-agricultural activities to keep 
themselves engaged and to ward off pity and mockery. Nevertheless, 29 of the total 1690 
surveyed continued in agricultural activities despite the many set-backs.  

28. Unfortunately the society is far 
from adequately equipped to offer 
humanitarian care and support to 
those who live under stress and in 
anguish. The media, the law 
enforcing authorities and an 
unfriendly section of the society 
are sadistically robbing their right 
to grieve in privacy and cause 
preventing a process by which they 
can come into terms with the 
reality. 
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29. Presence of extensive plantations, banana and ginger cultivations and the like were 
causative factors for the inordinate use of pesticides, fertilizers, chemicals and such other 
highly toxic and dangerous substances that are detrimental to the environment and the 
physical & psychological integrity of humans. Prevalence of cancer, infertility, 
dermatological problems and gynec disorders are rampant in certain pockets of Wayanad 
and that needs to be investigated meticulously. 

30. Deaths due to suicide are underreported to avoid socio-cultural stigma, escape police 
enquiries and legal harassment, and benefit from the insurance sector. They are also 
misclassified as accidents. Hence these official numbers are gross underestimates. 
Further, the information related to attempted suicides has not been compiled by any 
single agency.  

31. Even in societies witnessing high rates of suicide, it is not regarded as a public health 
problem but as an individual issue. Though the media gives widespread publicity to 
suicides, a public debate never seems to take place to find solutions to the problem. 

32. Compartmentalization of sectors without interdisciplinary participation and 
coordination affects the efforts at suicide prevention. The absence of integrated 
prevention activities is a major factor for non-recognition of suicides as a public health 
problem. 

IV. Empowerment of Tribal Community of Wayanad through Clinical Legal 
Education: 

With the financial support of 
CMC, Netherlands Jananeethi 
undertook a series of training 
programmes and capacity 
building workshops and 
sensitization seminars for the 
indigenous people of Wayanad 
during the year under report. 
These programmes were 
executed and follow up 
activities were closely 
monitored by our local partner, 
Neethivedi, a registered 
voluntary organization with its 
registered office at Kalpetta. 
We thank Advocate Stephan 
Mathew, Director of Neethivedi and his colleagues in the office for the profound services 
rendered for the successful completion of the work assigned to them. A brief account of 
the various training progammes is given for verification.  
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i.    Kallupadi Adivasi Colony. 
 
There were three programmes conducted at Kallupadi Adivasi Colony on 12-04-2008, 
16.05.2008 and 17.05.2008.  
 

The main objective of this programme 
was to provide awareness on migrant 
labor issues especially those related to 
the tribals going to Coorg district of 
Karnataka and to give awareness on 
Forest Rights Act 2006. It was 
essential to give awareness about 
Coorg issue in Adivasi Colonies. 
Large number of Adivasis from 
Wayanad district who were taken to 
Coorg, Shimoga and other districts of 
neighboring Karnataka state to work in 
the ginger fields, met with unnatural 
death or severe exploitation. It is 

mostly the rich and powerful farmers from Wayanad district who take these poor people 
as laborers in their leased lands. Adivasis did not know the exact places where they were 
working, the local language or the way to come back. They are forced to work in ginger 
fields like slaves.   Adivasis are not even aware of their employer’s address. There are no 
fixed working hours, men and women are made to stay under a single roof, there are 
allegations of sexual exploitation, inadequate health facilities, low wages, child labour 
etc. 
 
The second and third programmes at Kallupadi were focused on Domestic Violence Act 
and Forest Act respectively. 
 
ii.   Emily. 
 
Half day awareness programme for 
women group at Emily was organized on 
24-04-2008. The main objective of this 
programme was to give awareness on 
Domestic Violence Act 2005. Women in 
the rural areas, more especially of poor 
income families, had no knowledge of 
their legal status as a person, a woman, 
wife and mother. Hence elementary 
knowledge on women and law was only 
an imperative. A second program also was 
organized at Emily on the Land Rights of 
Adivasi communities on 23.05.2008 
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iii.  Kalpetta. 
 
Kalpetta town, being the district 
head quarters of Wayanad, was 
made venue for several important 
events during this period. There 
were five separate training 
programmes organized in 2008 
(May 5, June 30, October 14, 
November 10, and 30) and one in 
2009 (March 24) for the elders 
and leaders of the Adivasi 
community. Since the participants 
were opinion makers and 
prospective leaders of the 
community, the subjects dealt 
were predominantly the history, culture, identity, constitutional rights and international 
conventions in support of the Adivasi population. 
 
iv.   Pookode.  
 
A half day workshop under the leadership of Mrs Tulasy Vijayan, an emerging leader 
from the tribal folk in Wayanad, was conducted at Pookode Amba L.P.School on 
15.05.2008 and it was attended by more than 35 Adivasi men and women. The topic for 
the workshop was Forest Rights Act. There was effective discussion and planning on the 
on-going struggle of Adivasi settlers at Pookode for their legitimate rights of employment 
and rehabilitation at Pookode.   
 
v.  Puliyarmala. 
 
Couple of workshops in collaboration 
with Women Cell were organized at 
Puliyarmala on 30-05-2008 and 
08.06.2008. The main input for the 
seminars was on domestic violence 
Act 2005 and Right to Health with 
focus on mental health. Chief Judicial 
Magistrate Mr Ashokan spoke on the 
legal implications and application of 
the Domestic Violence (Prohibition) 
Act 2005. Around 65 and 70 persons 
respectively participated in the 
programmes.    
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vi.  Lakkidi.  
 
The main objective of this programme 
was to create awareness among the 
tribal population who are settlers of 
the erstwhile Pookode Diary Farm on 
violations of their right to life and 
avocation by the authorities of the 
Pookode Veterinary College in 
contravention to the Government 
Order dated 13th August 1998 ensuring 
employment, appointment of tribals 
and rehabilitation of displaced tribal 
families.  
  
vii.  Mananthavady. 
 

Pavana Pastoral Centre, Mananthavady was 
venue for three major programmes (June 20, 
November 1 and 2) in 2008 and one in 2009 
(March 6). The events were conducted for 
leaders, both male and female, of the Adivasi 
community on issues pertaining to their 
identity and legal rights as an ethnic 
community. The sessions were addressed by 
eminent persons like the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate of Mananthavady and other 
illustrated members of the society. Other 
issues taken for discussions were child rights, 
women and law, forest rights etc. 

 
viii.  Bathery. 
 
Bathery is perhaps the second largest town 
in Wayanad, and a gateway to 
neighbouring States of Karnataka and 
Tamilnadu. The town is strategically 
important because of the proximity of 
densely populated tribal hamlets around.  
Hence, on June 23, 2008 one day public 
program was organized for community 
leaders and elders of Adivasis. Among 
others the focal point of the deliberations 
was Domestic Violence (Prohibition) Act 
2005. The workshop was attended by 
around one hundred Adivasis and their participation in the discussion was good. 
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ix.  Vellamunda: 
 
Two workshops were conducted at Vellamunda in Mananthavady Taluk on February 7 
and March 5 of 2009. The sessions were held on land rights of the Adivasis and the 
Constitutional protections they are entitled as a community. There was a separate session 
for women and law, dealing with the core laws for the protection of women and girl 
children. 
 
x.  One day programmes at other centres: 
 
One day workshops were organized at Koovalothode, Conventkunnu, Vattakkundu, 
Begoor, Puthupadi, Mysoremala, Melekappu, Tholpetty, Appapara, Chammakkuzhi, 
Paakkam, Moopainadu, Nenmeni, Muzhakkunnu, Pozhuthana, Vattakundu, Sholayur, 
Kallamala, Puthur and Agali in Idukki district. At all the places the participants were 
Adivasis and the topics dealt with were related to Adivasi identity and their legal 
protection.  
 
Resource Persons: 
 
Each workshop/seminar had one or two resource persons who were experts on the topics 
discussed. All the same, care was given to give maximum opportunities to members of 
Adivasi communities to address the respective groups. All the programmes were 
originally conceived, spelled out, organized and controlled by respective Adivasi leaders 
who are Field Workers at Neethivedi. The resource persons included Advocates Maria, 
Stephan Mathew, Tomy V.Joseph, Cicily, Sheela and Shebin Mathew, Ms Leela (CI of 
Police), Jessy, Usha, Asha Paul, Tulasy Vijayan, Valsa Devasia, Sulochana 
Ramakrishnan, and Ammini, and Mr.V.T.Kumar, Jose Sebastian, Sasi, Sasikumar, 
B.V.Bolen, Balaram, Mani, KK Surendran, Jogi Mathew, AC Ramakrishnan and Jose 
Pallath. 
 
Peoples’ Tribunal: 
 
Large scale ginger cultivation by strong and organized farmers of Wayanad has been a 
lucrative business for last few decades. They go to Coorg, Shimoga and such other places 
in the neighbouring State of Karnataka in search of adequate land for ginger cultivation. 
They took as work force hundreds of Adivasis – men and women - , mostly youngsters, 
to these places. Many of them have never returned. No body knows what has happened to 
them. Several of them died in mysterious circumstances, many were found missing and 
many others returned with severe health hazards. They were not properly housed, not 
paid as per norms and rules, many were beaten up, sexually abused, women were raped 
and others physically and mentally tortured. In the context, the District Superintendent of 
Police of Wayanad by an Order issued in 2007 made it manadatory that any Adivasi who 
was taken to outside Wayanad for farming should have been registered before they were 
taken out. However, this was only in papers; neither the police nor the farmers paid heed 
to its compliance. The field workers of Neethivedi could identify 122 families in 
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Wayanad that had lost their earning members and had no knowledge of what had 
happened. Petitions after petitions were sent to appropriate authorities by bereaved 
members of those families. There was no response from any quarter.  
 
It was in this context Neethivedi together with Kerala Adivasi Forum organized a 
Peoples’ Tribunal at Kalpetta Municipal town hall on the 22nd of November 2008 to 
explore and expose injustice meted out to the Adivasis and highlight remedial measures 
to appropriate authorities. The victims/survivors or their family members appeared before 
the Tribunal to adduce evidence. The following dignitaries constituted panels at the 
venue of the Tribunal and patiently listened to the miserable stories of the petitioners. 
They were: Shri.C.Khalid (retd. District Judge), Adv.P.K.Ibrahim (high court), 
Adv.Chandrasekhar (PUCL), 
Adv.Manjeri Sunder Raj, Ashok 
Mathews Philips (Sichrem), 
Adv.Siji Malayil (Karnataka HC), 
Adv.Josichan Korah Jose, Shammi 
David (Cord), J.P.Raju (BKS), 
Ajay Kumar (PW), K.Ajitha 
(Anweshi), Dr.Hari PG (HR 
&CF), Prakash Kariyappa 
(Sichrem), Shiju TK (Hrln), AC 
Ramakrishnan (KDP), Jogi 
Mathew (Bodhini), Rajendra 
Prasad (Gothra Bhoomi), Koshy 
Mathew (Sichrem), Fr.Thomas 
Therakam (Pucl) and Adv.Mariya 
(Hrln). 
 

Shri.C. Khalid (Retired District Judge) inaugurated the People’s Tribunal. The panelists 
were divided in to 7 groups. All together the panels considered 84 cases. 28 petitioners 
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could not come before the panelists due to different reasons. The panelists after listening 
to the victims/survivors or their relatives gave their initial remarks. The final report of the 
Tribunal is being completed.  

 
Sensitization Programmes for School students: 
 

   
 
Wayanad, being a backward district in the development scenario in the State of Kerala, 
has less facilities and infrastructure for students compared to their counterparts in other 
districts. Having this in mind, legal literacy and human rights education programmes 
were rampantly organized in several schools with the active participation of the 
respective school authorities and teaching faculties. Students above Standard VIII till 
Plus II were addressed on several aspects of law and civic responsibilities. Adolescent 
psychology, sexual attitudes and orientation, gender justice, child rights, drug abuse, 
rights of the elderly, environmental protection, traffic rules, fundamental rights and duties 
etc were covered during the sessions. Around 3100 students in the district benefited from 
the programmes as evident from the records. 
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The following table will tell upon the programmes held for students:- 

SL.No DATE NAME  OF THE SCHOOL NO. OF 
PARTICIPANTS

1. 24-05-08 Plus 1, Plus 2 Students, conducted at 
Nevajeevan centre Kakkavayal. 40 

2. 26-08-08 Government High School, Talapuzha- 
8th Standard 135 

3. 20-09-08 MRS High School Munderi 157 

4. 03-10-08 Government High School, Talapuzha- 
9th Standard 172 

5. 06-10-08 Govt. High School Kakkavayal- 8th 
Standard 156 

6. 07-10-08 Govt. High School Kakkavayal- 9th 
Standard 135 

7. 08-11-08 St Josephs School Anikampoil 145 

8. 21-11-08 Govt. High School, Chundal-8th, 9th 
Standard 195 

9. 27-11-08 Govt. High School, Panamaram-8th 
Standard 180 

10. 28-11-08 Govt. High School, Panamaram-9th 
Standard. 175 

11. 29-11-08 Govt. High School, Panamaram-10th 
Standard. 185 

12. 05-12-08 Govt. High School Kattikulam-8th 
Standard  165 

13. 06-12-08 Govt. High School Kattikulam-9th 
Standard 150 

14. 07-02-09 Govt. High School Meppadi-8th 
Standard 165 

15. 08-02-09 Govt. High School Meppadi-9th 
Standard 160 

16. 09-02-09 Govt. High School Meppadi-10th 
Standard 190 

17. 10-02-09 Govt. High School Padinjarathara-8th 
Standard 215 

18. 11-02-09 Govt. High School Padinjarathara-9th 
Standard 194 

19. 12-02-09 Govt. High School Padinjarathara-10th 
Standard 170 
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V. Human Rights Interventions by Jananeethi: 

Mention of Shri. M.S. Joseph was made in the first and second annual reports of 
Jananeethi. He was sentenced to capital punishment by the Manjeri Sessions court in 
1991 and it was subsequently ratified by the high court of Kerala. Unfortunately his case 
was not properly argued in the court and further, it was wrongly represented as 
communal riot, whereas it was a typical case of right to defence. Jananeethi took up the 
matter to the Supreme Court early in 1993. The apex court allowed our appeal and the 
punishment was reduced to life imprisonment. Jananeethi thereafter had helped his family 
on several occasions while he was in prison. He completed his term in jail and was finally 
released in May 2008. He with his family visited Jananeethi to express his sincere thanks 
for what Jananeethi had done to him and his family. 

Around 1400 families will adversely be affected as land acquisition for National 
Highways from Valayar to Mannuthy is completed. The land assessment was done as 
early in 2002 and the compensation to be awarded in 2009 will be based on that 
assessment. However, land value including Government assessment of land value has 
gone three to four times in recent times. Hence the evicted families for National Highway 
will not be able to buy a piece of land for constructing a house with the compensation 
amount pending payment by the Highway authorities. Jananeethi together with the 
victims of unjust and unfair departmental decisions organized  a mass rally and 
convention at Mannuthy on 11.7.08 to highlight the human rights violations. The 
Executive Director of Jananeethi was one of the main speakers on the occasion. 

   

The struggle of landless Dalits for land at Chengara, near Pathanamthitta completed one 
year on 3.8.2008. More than 7000 families of both Dalit and Adivasi people waged their 
life in the open land resisting to several odds like health, environmental and security 
concerns. A big convention and public meeting was planned on that day to sensitize those 
in power about the rights issues involved. However, the forces that oppose them 
including political, industrial and land mafias created much havoc, literally assaulting 
visitors and invited guests to Chengara and destroying their vehicles and other 
equipments. Executive Director of Jananeethi was able to reach to venue before the 
violence started on the road to the venue. He was one of the speakers on the day in 
support of the people in agitation. A baby that was born in the Chengara during the 
period was christened at the function and was named as Samaraja meaning ‘born in  
struggle’. 
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Two day workshop on the Millennium 
Development Goals was organized on 
30th and 31st of October 2008 at 
Ernakulam by MDG Kerala Chapter, of 
which Jananeethi is a constituent body. 
The Executive Director participated in 
the discussions and contributed much 
for the consensual development of an 
action plan in Kerala. A steering 
committee was proposed to monitor 
activities in the State and Jananeethi is a 
member on the Committee.   

Human Rights Day (December 10) of 2008 was observed by Jananeethi in association 
with Chetana Media Institute and other like minded organizations in the city with 5 days 
Human Rights Film Festival. The festival was inaugurated by Dr.M.C.Valsan, senior 
professor of NUALS, and formerly Secretary of Kerala Legislative Assembly on the 6th 
of December 2008 . The festival concluded on the 10th with the participants lighting 
candles as a symbol of our commitments to human dignity and freedom always and every 
where. 

      

Executive Director was invited to deliver a talk on All India Radio on Challenges to 
Human Rights and Human Rights Institutions as part of Human Rights Day observance. 
Further, Advocate Faritha Ansari, Advocate Sunilkumar and Executive Director were 
individually and separately were requested by various FM Radios to respond to their live 
sessions precisely on human rights and current developments.    

VI. Environmental Advocacy: 

Chakkamkandam is a village adjacent to the great temple town of Guruvayur in Kerala, 
where millions of pilgrims visit each year. The residents of this village are agriculturists, 
coir workers, and fishermen. They were proud of their neighborhood temple Guruvayur. 
They thought the blessing of the Lord Krishna, the deity of the temple, was there with 
them till eternity. Unfortunately, their dreams were shattered when they realized that the 
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sewage treatment Plant for the Guruvayur Township is to be situated in their serene 
landscape depriving them the use of fresh water, clean air and unpolluted land. They tried 
to voice their protest to the concerned authorities when the topic was introduced in 1975. 
The authorities went ahead with the proposal and laid pumping mains, sewerage system 
and set up sewage pumping stations for the project, though never used it. The design was 
done in 1975 for an estimated population in 2001. The technology proposed initially for 
the treatment was by using open oxidation ponds and then later in 1982 it was changed to 
activated sludge treatment. The design was not done as per modern standards and the 
authorities never considered latest technological developments in the field, so that the 
environmental impact could be reduced. 
 

   
 
There are 3000 families living around Chakkamkandam. The effluent from the treatment 
plant will pollute the natural back waters of Chakkamkandam. No one has so far 
conducted an EIA and found the ill effects of such a project, where the chance of 
contamination of the water bodies is high for such establishment. Should the poor village 
people suffer for the sake of providing comforts for an affluent township? The township 
authorities have a regrettable track record on pollution control. They have constructed a 
solid waste treatment yard two decades ago at a cost of Rs. 3 Million and they did not use 
it for a single day, till date. Yet, they are making a mountain of waste dumped at a place 
called Savakottapady, ignoring the plea from the locale people. Residents of 
Chakkamkandam, fear the repetition of the same, in their area as well. None of the 
authorities may help the poor residents if any such calamity happens. 
 
Jananeethi team consisting of Dr. Francis 
Xavier, Advocates George Pulikuthiyil, 
P.Sunilkumar, P.Pramod and 
Shri.Ajayakumar Melveettil under the 
guidance of Mr.C.F.George, a lone fighter for 
the cause of Chakkamkandam, visited the 
affected areas on the 1st of May 2008. The 
team met elected representatives of the local 
administration, members of the action 
committee, and many local inhabitants who 
had several complaints regarding air and 
water pollution, health problems and social exclusion on account of the sewage problem. 
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Public agitation and civil resistance against the proposed hydro-electric project at 
Athirappilly completed 100 days on 3.6.2008 and a convention was called for two days to 
mark the public support to the cause and to highlight the socio-legal issues involved. 
Jananeethi has been an active partner in the on-going struggle from its beginning and 
participated in the convention through out.  
 

   
 
Efforts to protect paddy fields against the visible and invisible land mafia that convert 
agricultural land to industrial basements have been going on in Kerala at several places. 
Muriyad in Thrissur is a classical example of relentless fight by poor farmers against 
criminal mafia that is an unholy alliance of politicians, real estate brokers, trade unions, 
land investers and civil servants. The farmers at Muriyad caught attention of people 
across the country by coordinating farmers from all over the State to form an organized 
power to bargain for the legitimate rights of farmers. Jananeethi supported the cause from 
its start and has participated in the hunger strike and public rally for inviting the public 
attention to the importance of rice cultivation more importantly in the wake of the 
emerging food crisis around the world. Jananeethi also contributed its share for the 
making of the recent legislation in Kerala Assembly to protect paddy and agricultural 
land.  

VII. Creative Engagement of the Civil Society: 

Jananeethi organized a gathering of its 
members, representatives of civil society 
groups, social activists and human rights 
defenders on 17.04.2008 at Sahitya 
Academy Hall to express our appreciation 
and gratitude to Dr.B.Beena IAS, collector 
of Thrissur who was being shifted to 
Ernakulam District. Dr.Beena was distinct 
in her accomplishments for the welfare of 
the lowly and marginalized segments of 
society. The meeting was attended by 
around 80 well meaning representatives of 
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the civil society. Each participant had opportunity to exchange views and words of 
appreciation with the out-going collector at a personal level.  

   

Jananeethi week-end series of democracy lectures by eminent thinkers, speakers, authors, 
researchers and academics continued in the year under report also. We could complete 
twenty lectures and took a break for financial reasons, though the public demand to 
continue the lecture series still exists.  

Ms. Aparna is only an ordinary 
woman and a police constable by 
profession. She became the most 
“beloved” and “sought after” public 
servant by her unusual and courageous 
act of human sensitivity and ethical 
standard in giving off her own gold 
ornaments for the release of the dead 
body of a poor woman who died of an 
accident in a city hospital. The 
hospital authorities had refused to 
release the corpus from the mortuary 
as the relatives of the deceased were not able to make a huge amount as hospital bills. 
Aparna was felicitated in a public function by Jananeethi on 9.9.2008 held at Jawahar 
Bala Bhavan. The Chairman of Jananeethi, M.P. Surendran presided over the meeting, 
and the City Mayor, Professor R. Bindu presented a memento to Ms. Aparna on behalf of 
Jananeethi.  

The Executive Director was special delegate to the formal launching of 
EmpoweringIndia.com at Kochi on 8.11.2008. This new initiative to combat corruption 
in democratic elections in the country and to monitor the functioning of every member of 
the Parliament thereafter was intended to check corruption in public offices and to make 
political administration more transparent. Jananeethi is a partner organization in the 
innovative voluntary initiative.  
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A public debate was organized on 13.12.2008 in the city at the initiative of Costford and 
likeminded organizations including Jananeethi on the proposed Medical University in 
Thrissur. Jananeethi presented before the expert committee our concerns of community 
health and psycho-legal counseling for total healing of persons under stress and social 
exclusion. We also argued for the rights of the patients/their families particularly of those 
human subjects of clinical drug trials in hospitals, medical colleges and laboratories, 
public and private as well.  

Palakkad is one of the backward districts of Kerala State, and Chittoor Block comprises 
some of the most underdeveloped panchayats of the district. Many social evils like 
untouchability still remain rampant in the area despite many of our claims/achievements 
in socio-economic sectors in the State. Jananeethi team including its executive director, 
Adv. Sunilkumar, Professor P.S. Manojkumar and Dr. Rajan visited the Chittoor Block to 
make assessment of the situation and to converse with the victims of prevailing violations 
of socio-economic and cultural rights that are guaranteed and protected in national and 
international laws.  Jananeethi contemplates an action plan for the Chittor block and tries 
to mobilize resources for the purpose.  

The District Collector of Thrissur, Dr. V.K. Baby, proposed  a developmental network for 
the total advancement of the district. He convened a special meeting of invited persons 
for a brainstorm session on the proposal. Jananeethi was among the specially invited 
names. We presented before the august assembly of high-profiled civil society members 
our idea of ‘democratization of justice and freedom from litigation’ which was well taken 
by the Collector and the assembly with great interest.  

Jananeethi campus is always the venue for the Grama Sabha of Division XII of Thrissur 
Corporation. Corporation Councilor for the Division Mr. P.U. Hamsa and his team are in 
high appreciation of the services provided by Jananeethi availing its facilities and 
resources for the smooth conduct of the Grama Sabha. This also helps Jananeethi to 
promote and promulgate its concerns for civic responsibility, social hygiene and 
negotiated settlement of disputes in the area.  

VIII. Training / Capacity building Programmes: 

Training for women in rural areas and from 
low income families was one of the primary 
objective of Jananeethi Women’s Desk. In 
previous years we had field staff specially 
assigned for this. The year under report, 
Jananeethi could not delegate resource 
persons for the job due to shortage of funds. 
However, Ms.E.Jayashree, accounts 
assistant of Jananeethi conducted 10 
sessions for ICDS network at Valakkavu, 
Nadathara, Pandipparambu, Kanimangalam, 
Elamthuruthy, Pope Nagar, Pattalakunnu, 
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Cheroor, Peringavu and Kozhukully. The topics for these sessions were legal status of 
women in family and society in the context of increased involvement of women in 
society and political participation.  

Initiatives: Women in Development – a Chennai based women’s organization conducted 
three days workshop on 17,18 and 19 April 2008 at Vivekananda Kendra, Kannyakumari 
in Tamilnadu on Sexual atrocities in one’s own community. Representing Jananeethi, Ms 
Tulasy Vijayan, Ms Ammini and Ms Girija (all belonging to indigenous community) 
from Wayanad District participated in the workshop and exchanged views and 
experiences with other participants who hailed from South Indian States.  

   

Inspired from our past experiences, Jananeethi organized focused training programme for 
students of social work under the Sree Sankara Sanskrit University (Thiroor Branch) on 
21 and 22 of February 2009. The course syllabus covered all subjects that the participants 
were expected to be familiar with as part of their post graduate program. The topics 
covered laws of civil and criminal jurisprudence, labour laws, welfare laws, personal 
laws, consumer protection laws, right to information act and, fundamental rights and 
duties.  

IX. Consultancy Services: 

Professor NN Gokuldas, Member, Board of Directors has rendered his services through 
out the State of Kerala in his capacity as a health activist. For example:- 
 

i. Sensitization Programmes in Palliative Care for the general public in various 
parts of Thrissur District 

ii. Training of Volunteers in Palliative Care at various parts of Thrissur District 
iii. Lectures on Human Rights of Persons Living with HIV at different parts of 

Kerala. 
iv. Lectures on services available to Persons Living with HIV/HIV 
v. Two-Day Workshops on HIV/AIDS & STDs for Students of various Arts& 

Science Colleges of Thrissur 



 

    
annual report 2008-09 

 

29

vi.  One-day Workshops on HIV/AIDS & STDsfor Students of Nursing 
Colleges of Thrissur with special emphasis on Post Exposure Prophylaxis 

vii. Classes on Biomedical Waste Management & Law to health workers 
viii. Lectures offered at Academic Staff College, University of Calicut on 

(a) Health as a Human Right  
(b) AIDS and Society 

ix. Workshops on Substance Abuse, STDs & HIV/AIDS for SC/ST population 
of Nilambur Panchayat in Malappuram Idukki Districts & Coir Wokers of 
Chirayinkeezhu in Thiruvanathapuram  District.  

 

 
 
Advocate Faritha Ansari, the senior law officer of Jananeethi offers meritorious services 
as a Member of the Child Welfare Committee of Thrissur District. She also serves as 
Member of Anti-Sexual harassment Committees formed vide Order by the apex court in 
several public and private institutions in Thrissur District including Collectorate, Thrissur 
and Government Medical College, Mulankunnathkavu, Thrissur. 
 
Advocate P.Sunilkumar, law officer of Jananeethi serves as Member of Monitoring 
Committees to check ragging and other illegal practices formed in various educational 
institutions under Kerala Agricultural University, Government Medical College, Thrissur, 
Government Tearchers’ Training College, Thrissur. He also offers his professional 
services at ETC, Mannuthy as guest faculty on subjects related to law. Mr.Sunilkumar 
represented Jananeethi at a State level 
Consultation by the Department of 
Social Welfare at Thriruvananthapuram 
for content development of Women’s 
Portal, an exclusive website for 
women. 
 
Advocate George Pulikuthiyil, 
Executive Director of Jananeethi was 
resource person / guest faculty / 
presenter of several programmes held 
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during this period in various cities of India and in Kerala State. He represented State of 
Kerala in national consultations held in Delhi organized by Asian Centre for Human 
Rights and Peoples’ Vigilance Council for Human Rights. He was invited by the IIM, 
Bangalore to address the students on Role of Jananeethi as Change Maker. He was also 
invited to talk to the staff of Public Affairs Foundation and Centre, Bangalore on how to 
make a difference as an NGO.  Advocate George has always been a guest faculty at the 
Academic Staff Training College, Calicut and Thrissur, under the Calicut Universtiy. He 
represents NGOs and VOs at District Collector’s conferences on issues like municipal 
waste, institutional checks and measures to combat sexual harassment at work place, 
ethical standard of Cable TV networks in Thrissur, District Committees to check human 
trafficking, bonded labour, child labour etc. Further he was resource person of 
workshops/seminars/training at various places in Kerala on human rights, civil liberties, 
disaster management and media, environment and agricultural crisis.  
 
Dr.Francis Xavier, Professor Binu Poornamodan, Advocate Seby J.Pullely, Advocate Jijo 
Paul, Professor M.P.Antony, Dr.A.Latha and Ms.Sheeba Ameer of Jananeethi have also 
been resource persons / guest faculties of several high level conferences/workshops held 
in Kerala and outside.  

X. Organizational Matters: 

A new team of leadership took charge of Jananeethi Society with the election of a new 
batch of officer bearers of Jananeethi in the Annual General Body meeting held on 
27.07.2008. The assembly proposed the following members as Board of Directors. 

 

Shri. M.P. Surendran (Chairman), Dr. George Mathen (Treasurer) Professor 
N.N.Gokuldas, Dr. A. Latha, Professor Binu Poornamodan, Ms. Sheeba Ameer, 
Advocate Saji Joseph, Advocate Seby J. Pullely and Advocate P. Pramod (members). 
Advocate George Pulikuthiyil was again nominated to be the Executive Director and 
Secretary of the organization. He will also function as the secretary to the Board of 
Directors. The profound services of Professor K.G. Sankara Pillai who is a founder 
member of the organization and was Chairman from 2000 were recalled at the occasion. 
Also the out going members of the Board, Dr. Francis Xavier, Shri. C.P. Gangadaran, 
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Professor K.M. Geetha, and Ms. Lilly Thomas  were also placed on record  for their 
selfless services for the development of the organization.  

The Board of Directors had eight sittings 
during the period  under report, on April 4th, 
August 1st & 31st,  23rd November of 2008 
and 18th January, 15th February, 25th April 
and 20th June 2009. For convenience of the 
members, the meetings of the Board were 
held at Solace Office at Westfort, Thrissur. 
Solace shares the aims and objectives of 
Jananeethi and is managed by Ms. Sheeba 
Ameer, member of our Board.  

Mrs. K.K. Radhamani, after 12 long years of committed services in 
Jananeethi took long leave from office considering her failing health 
and family responsibilities. Radhamani was the senior most member 
of the staff and a dedicated activist for the cause of human rights and 
women in particular. She used to undertake the most unpleasant and 
risky assignments in the organization with a challenging spirit. She 
accompanied victims of torture and violence to police stations, human 
rights commission, women’s commission and courts as per the needs 
in each case.  

Ms. Sandhya Suresh, one of the most vibrant young woman trainer 
activist of Jananeethi took a break after couple of years of 
meritorious service in Jananeethi as Development and Public 
Relations Officer. Postgraduate in Developmental communications 
and with several years of experience in well established national 
NGO in Gujarat, Sandhya was a prolific young leader with 
extraordinary skills in communication and documentation. Jananeethi 
owes both   Radhamani and Sandhya very very much. We all look 
forward to their continued presence in Jananeethi as much as they 
can.  

A Strategic Review of Jananeethi (from 1992 to 2008) 
was performed by Dr. Gopakumar K. Thampi, Director 
of Public Affairs Foundation, and Executive Director of 
Public Affairs Centre, Bangalore on 25th and 26th of July 
2008. Dr. Gopa met in person or in groups Members of 
Jananeethi, Executive Committee, Board (past and 
present), Staff (past and present) and beneficiaries of 
Jananeethi services. His evaluation and assessment was 
focused on Jananeethi’s financial crisis, need to revisit 
mission, strategies and approaches and re-locating 
Jananeethi’s niche areas / competencies. Dr. Gopakumar 
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presented a new and futuristic face of Jananeethi separately before the Board and General 
Body of Jananeethi on 27th July 2008. The review process gave new momentum to the 
activities and fresh hopes for the future.        

 

XI. Internships: 

During the period under report, Jananeethi had three law 
students – Vishnu, Kannan and Nithin – from Law 
Academy, Thiruvananthapuaram in the month of April 
2008 for practical experience. They were very keen on 
the services provided by Jananeethi for healing justice, 
precisely to victims of domestic violence.  

Ms. Claudyne Chevrier, Department of Anthropology, 
Mc Gill University, Montreal, Canada came to 
Jananeethi for one month exposure in the month of July 
2008. She focused her research on the cases of 
Therapeutic Jurisprudence dealing with psycho-legal 
counseling services to victims of torture and organized 
violence. Ms. Claudyne completed her training 
successfully and was loved by all for her simplicity, 
adaptability and brilliance. 

XII. International Alliances: 

The Executive Director was personally invited by the World Organisation Against 
Torture (OMCT) based in Geneva, Switzerland to participate in a 10 days conference on 
UN Special Procedures to address violations of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 
people that eventually lead to violence and torture, dated from 20th to 30th June 2008. 
Adv. George Pulikuthiyil attended the conference that was addressed by over a dozen of 
Mandate Holders of the UN. He was also given opportunity to participate in a session of 
the UN High Commission for Human Rights on NGOs and Mandate Holders. He 
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effectively presented the problems meted out to the tribal community of Pookode in 
Wayanad, and the land less Dalit and Adivasi population at Chengara in Pathanamthitta 
District. The OMCT officials promised him that they would consider the chances of 
making Jananeethi a Member in the General Council representing the country partners.  

Jananeethi application for the UN Consultative Status of the ECOSOC was discussed 
several times, and was later reported that the application was kept pending taking into 
account the clarifications sought in the matter of Jananeethi’s involvement in the global 
human rights campaigns and movements. Some of the interventions we made in the past, 
for example our responses to attacks on human rights and civil & democratic rights in 
Myanmar, Pakistan and Nepal have caused apprehensions in certain quarters. It means 
Jananeethi will have to make fresh applications again in January 2010.  

XIII. Obituary: 

Shri. K.O. Antony, retired Deputy Collector, who served Jananeethi 
with devotion and sincerity for more than 7 years died on 9.7.2008. 
He was 79 years. Antony Chettan, as we affectionately called him, 
joined Jananeethi in 1995 after his retirement from Government 
service. He lived a conscientious life and was extremely helpful in 
resolving disputes related to property and family. Members of 
Jananeethi Family placed wreath on the mortal remains and 
participated in the funeral function.  

Shri. I.M. Velaydan Master, renowned Gandhian, human rights defender and social 
activist who was living embodiment of principled public life, expired on 2.9.08 after a 
brief period of illness due to old age. He was a life member of Jananeethi and was a 
guiding spirit through out. He was driven by a fierce life-long commitment to truth and 
justice. He was a man of undaunted courage, utterly uncompromising in the pursuit of his 
beliefs. For him, the fight for justice was in the nature of a moral imperative, and arose 
from a core of great inner compassion. His thinking, personal presence and ethical 
perceptions had much to contribute for the development of Jananeethi. Jananeethi paid 
homage to him by being present at his last rituals. 

John C. Jacob, a great guru of environmental science and love for 
nature died on 11.10.2008 at Payyannur in north Kerala. John C. 
and his publication Prasaadam contributed much to the formation 
of young minds towards eco-friendly cultural activism. He 
organized dozens of nature camps for children alone through out 
Kerala. He addressed many of Jananeethi groups and planted in 
their minds genuine love for nature and alternate life style. 
Jananeethi devoted three full page coverage to John C. in our 
monthly magazine. 

Mr. Smithu Kothari, the great son of a great father Rajani Kothari, who was good friend 
of Jananeethi and an internationally acclaimed social activist and human rights defender 
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died on 23.3.2009 after a heart failure. Just two months before his 
death, he was in Thrissur to participate in the ViBgyor film festival 
and had detailed discussion on the Jananeethi programmes on 
Challenges to Democracy. He had promised to give a public 
lecture on the topic some time in the second half of the year. By 
rare, there are men and women like Smithu, who cannot turn their 
face away when they witness injustice Jananeethi condoled his 
demise on its website and in the monthly magazine.  

XIV. Funds: 

As mentioned earlier, Jananeethi encountered the worst period in its history during the 
year under report with respect to its financial position. But for the meager financial 
support from the CMC, Netherlands for our programmes among the tribal population of 
Wayanad, we did not have any concrete support from anywhere. To maintain the office 
and to pay for its devoted staff, we had to depend heavily on our members, benefactors, 
friends and well wishers in India and abroad. The Board and the Executive Committee of 
Jananeethi had several round discussions among themselves and with invited friends who 
share the concerns. Many of them came forward to contribute Rs. 5000/-  each for next 
three years to keep Jananeethi alive. The beauty of the fact is that all our members are not 
very rich, they are government employees of working in private institutions with 
moderate income. Few of them are retired people. Yet they volunteered to spare certain 
amounts from their hard earned income which for sure will have its impacts on other 
fronts compelling them to be more austere.  

XV. We Thank YOU: 

Yes, Jananeethi does exist, because YOU did not allow it to breath its last. It was YOUR 
support and timely help that enabled Jananeethi to circumvent the hard and painful 
situations we were entrenched in and had all doors closed to us. YOU mean every 
member of Jananeethi Family including its life members, office bearers, benefactors, well 
wishers, personal friends and relatives, sympathizers and collaborators and colleagues 
present and past as well.  

 

 

Adv. George Pulikuthiyil 
Exec. Director, JANANEETHI 

02-08-2009
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ANNEXURE 
 

AUDITED STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS 
2008-2009 

Given below is the audited statements of the accounts of Jananeethi during the period 
under report. Please note that the balance amount of the previous year that was pending 
expenditure as part performance of the project assigned for the period was carried over to 
the year under report.  
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